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Report of the 5th Tohoku Medical Resident Education Program

Koji Otani MD
Center for Medical Education and Carrier Development /
Dept. of Orthopaedic Surgery,

Fukushima Medical University

In December 2014, Fukushima Prefecture joined the 5th Tohoku
Medical Resident Education Program for the first time. Fukushima
Prefecture sent three residents and I, as a leader, to the program. I had two
missions; one was to lead the residents of our university and the other was to
learn how medical students and residents are educated and/or the
educational system in the US.

Owing to Prof. Kagaya, Dr. Tabata, members of the Japanese Medical
Society of America (JMSA), Mr. Tokiwa, and other contributors who
pioneered this program, I was able to lead the residents and achieve the first
mission. The other objective was to discuss the educational system at Mount
Sinai School of Medicine. The opportunity arose when Dr. Yanagisawa kindly
itroduced me to Prof. Muller, Dean for medical education and Prof. Leitman,
a Senior Associate Dean for graduate medical education at Mount Sinai
School of Medicine. I hope that in my next visit to New York, I can tell them
that we have taken steps to improve medical education at Fukushima
Medical University and teaching hospitals in Fukushima Prefecture.

The content of the Tohoku Medical Resident Education Program is so
varied and each program is arranged by JMSA according to residents’
interest. Through this program, we would like to develop our qualified
personnel, not only for the restoration of Fukushima and the Tohoku region
but also for them to take an active role internationally.

Finally, I would like to thank Dr. Anzai, the president of JMSA, Dr.
Ramani, who is the director of this program, Prof. Homma of Colombia
University, Dr. Yanagisawa of Mount Sinai Hospital, Mr. Kano,
secretary-general, Mr. Tokiwa and all other contributors for giving us the

great opportunity to attend the program.



